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TIME    Topic      Speakers

09:00 – 09:10  JSR Welcome Notes    Basel Masri, MD  
          (Jordan), JSR President
    hikma welcome Note   H.E. Dr. Salah Mawajdeh
          MENA Government Affairs Advisor
09:10 – 10:00  Session-1: RA & SpA Updates
 
    Moderator     Ala’ Alheresh, MD
    The Art of RA therapy:    (Jordan)
    Where are we now? (20 min)   Saed Al Atawneh, MD
          (Palestine)
    Spondyloarthritis:    Nizar Abdullatif Jasim, MD, PhD
    Current challenges and future   (Iraq)
    perspectives (20 min)
   
    Q&A (10 min)
 

Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting
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TIME    Topic      Speakers

10:00 – 10:50  Session-2: Uveitis and the Rheumatologist 

    Moderator     Salwa Al Cheikh, MD, PhD
          (Syria)
    Teaming Up Against Uveitis (40 min)  
          Riyam Faihan Rashid, MD  
          (Iraq)

          Dina Yasiry, MD
    Q&A (10 min)    (Iraq)
 
10:50 – 11:10  Coffee break 
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TIME    Topic      Speakers

11:10 – 12:00  Session-3: Roundtable discussion 
    Future Plans of the National Societies  
    Moderator     Ms. Marah Miqdad
    Speakers      Basel Masri, MD 
          (Jordan)
          Jamil Missaykeh, MD   
          (Lebanon)
          Layla Kazkaz, MD 
          (Syria)
          Nizar Jassim, MD, PhD 
          (Iraq)
          Riad Eid, MD,PhD 
          (Jerusalem - Palestine)
12:00 – 2:00   Prayer & Lunch 

Journalist
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TIME    Topic      Speakers

14:00 – 14:50  Session-4: COVID-19 & Rheumatology
             in 2022 

    Moderator     Ahmed Abdul Bari, MD 
          (Iraq)
    COVID-19 impact on auto-immune Imad Uthman, MD, PhD
    diseases (20 min)     (Lebanon) 
          
    Long COVID  syndrome   Suhad AlQurashi, MD  
    (20 min)     (Jordan)
          
    Q&A (10 mn) 

Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting
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TIME    Topic      Speakers

14:50 –15:40   Session-5: Clinical Cases: Challenges from the Levant 
 
    Moderator     Kamel Mroué, MD 
          (Lebanon)
    Case-1  (10 min)     Yasameen Humadi, MD  
          (Iraq)
    Case-2  (10 min      Mohammad Abu Jbarah, MD
          (JORDAN)
    Case-3  (10 min)     Jamil Missaykeh, MD  
          (Lebanon)
    Case-4  (10 min)    Sima Abu Al Saoud, MD  
          (Palestine)
    Case-5  (10 min)     Layla Kazkaz, MD
          (Syria)
15:40 –16:00   Coffee break 



TIME    Topic      Speakers

16:00 – 16:50  Session-6: How can we improve 
    rheumatology in the Levant
 
    Moderator     Anas Muhanna, MD   
          (Palestine)
    Implementing a patients’ registry  Asal Adnan, MD
    in the Levant (20 mn)   (Iraq)
          
    Research in the Levant: obstacles  Nelly Ziadé, MD, PhD
    and success stories (20 mn)  (Lebanon)   
          
    Q&A (10 mn) 
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TIME    Topic      Speakers

16:50 – 17:40  Session-7: Biosimilars: 
    The Experts’ Views 

    Moderator     Manal Al Mashaleh, MD  
          (Jordan)

    Biosimilars Jordanian Experience  Fatima Alnaimat, MD
    (15 min)     (Jordan)

    Whats Next With Biosimilars?  Xenofon Baraliakos, MD, PhD
    (25 min)     (Germany)
         
     Q&A (10 min) 
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TIME    Topic      Speakers

17:40– 17:50   Closing Remarks          
          Basel Masri, MD 
          (Jordan)
          Jamil Missaykeh, MD   
          (Lebanon)
          Layla Kazkaz, MD 
          (Syria)
          Nizar Abdullatif Jasim, MD, PhD 
          (Iraq)
          Riad Eid, MD, PhD  
          (Jerusalem - Palestine )
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Dr. Basel Masri

Sr. Consultanat Rheuamtologist, 
Jordan Hospital 
Amman, Jordan
President of the Jordanian Society of Rheumatology
Immediate pas-president of the Arab League of Associations for Rheumtology
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Dr. Ala’ Mohammad Alheresh

Organization: PRIVATE PRACTICE
Title:  SENIOR CONSULTANT RHEUMATOLOGIST    
Email: ala_alheresh@hotmail.com

Dr Ala' Al-Heresh, MD, MRCP(UK), FRCP (London)
Dr Ala' Al-Heresh is a senior consultant rheumatologist, founder and ex- head of the 
rheumatology unit since 1996, King Hussein Medical center, Jordan. He is a clinical 
associate professor at Jordan university medical college.
He is a member of many professional National and International medical bodies, ex- 
president of Jordanian Rheumatism Society and member of the higher scientific 
committee of Jordan Medical Council.  He is MRCP examiner, and examiner at the 
Jordanian board of rheumatology and internal medicine.
His main interest is connective tissue diseases; he published many related articles in 
beer reviewed journals. Currently he works as a senior consultant rheumatologist in his 
private practice. 
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Dr. Saed Al Atawneh
Organization: al-ahil hospital , hebron , Palestine 
Title: internist , adult rheumatologist   
Email: atawnahsaed@gmail.com

Palestinian board in rheumatology 
Jordanian board and Palestinian board in internal medicine 
Assistant professor of medicine at alquds universiry 
AL- ahli hospital , hebron , Palestine as internist and rheumatologist 
Program director for internal medicine residency 
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Dr. Nizar Abdullatif Jasim 

Organization: Iraqi League for Bone and Joint Health 
Title: Professor Dr.        
Email: nazarlateef@yahoo.com 

- Professor and Senior Consultant Internist & Rheumatologist in Baghdad College of 
Medicine & Baghdad Teaching Hospital, Medical City, Baghdad, Iraq. 
- Chairman of the Scientific Committee of Iraqi Board of Rheumatology, President of 
Iraqi League for Bone & Joint Health, President of Pan Arab Osteoporosis Society, 
Chairman of the ArLAR Scientific Committee & ArLAR College. 
- Had more than 75 researches in field of Rheumatology, Immunology & Osteoporosis.
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 1. Speaker Personal Data 
Name:Riyam Faihan Rashid

 Burjeel special i ty hospital / Sharjah, 
Moorfields Eyehospital / Dubai

Title: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
Website:

Ophthalmology specialist
00971509700518
riyamalfihan@gmail.com

   
      

     
    

    
        

      
  

    
       

    

                

             

           

           

  

                
             

    

           

            

  

    

       

      

           

            

   
 

Dr Riyam is Iraqi specialist ophthalmologist and is currently practicing at Burjeel 
Specialty Hospital, Sharjah/Moorfields eye hospital/ Dubai. 
Dr Riyam has over 10 years of experience in ophthalmology.She has an array of 
experience covering the management of Uveitis, paediatric cataract and 
glaucoma; adult and paediatric squints as well as general retinal and corneal 
diseases.
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Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting

Dr. Salwa Al Cheikh

Prof. of medicine and rheumatology, former dean Damascus University
Certified by the American Board of Int Med
President of the Syrian, scientific council of rheumatology
President of the scientific council of internal medicine and rheumatology of the
Arab Board of health specialization
Founder and X president of ArLAR
Founder and X president of the Syrian Association of Rheumatology
Founder and X president of the Syrian Association for Prevention of OP
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Dr Riyam is Iraqi specialist ophthalmologist and is currently practicing at Burjeel 
Specialty Hospital, Sharjah/Moorfields eye hospital/ Dubai. 
Dr Riyam has over 10 years of experience in ophthalmology.She has an array of 
experience covering the management of Uveitis, paediatric cataract and 
glaucoma; adult and paediatric squints as well as general retinal and corneal 
diseases.

Dr. Riyam Faihan Rashid
Burjeel speciality hospital/ Sharjah,
Moorfields Eyehospital / Dubai
Ophthalmology specialist
riyamalfihan@gmail.com

Dr Riyam is Iraqi specialist ophthalmologist and is currently practicing at Burjeel 
Specialty Hospital, Sharjah/Moorfields eye hospital/ Dubai.
Dr Riyam has over 10 years of experience in ophthalmology.She has an array of 
experience covering the management of Uveitis, paediatric cataract and
glaucoma; adult and paediatric squints as well as general retinal and corneal diseases.
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Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting

Dr. Dina Yasiry

Organization: Baghdad Teaching Hospital/ Medical City
Title:  Rheumatologist       
Email: dinashakiryousif@gmail.com
Website:  N/A

A board-certified Rheumatologist with special interest in CTD and Uveitis, including 
Behçet’s disease. Several published paper and researches. Involved in training and 
teaching undergraduate/postgraduate students in Baghdad University, College of 
Medicine.
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Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting

Dr. Anas Muhanna

Title:  consultant Rheumatologist
Organization: Makassed Hospital
Email: amuhanna7@yahoo.com

American Board of Internal Medicine and Rheumatology 
Consultant Rheumatologist/ Makassed Hospital / Jerusalem Assistant professor / 
Faculty of Medicine / Al-Quds University 
Past President of the Palestinian Rheumatology society
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Dr. Jamil Missaykeh

Organization: 
Title M.D       
Email: jamilmessaykeh@gmail.com

Graduated from the medical school of University Mohammad V, Rabat, Morocco.(1990)
Specialized in Rheumatology from the University Sophia Antipolis, Nice, France.(1998)
Master in Medical Biology in 1997 .
Consultant in several hospitals in Tripoli-Lebanon.

1. Speaker Personal Data

Name: kamel Mroue’

Organization: lebanese society of rheumatology

Title:  rheumatologist

Mobile: +9613844769

Email: khmroue@gmail.com

Website:  —

2. Bio (Please write with maximum 5 Lines)

Graduated with an MD from University of Jordan in 1997, and with a degree in internal

medicine and then rheumatology from American University of Beirut by 2003.Practicing

rheumatology in Lebanon since then. Head of rheumatology division in al-Zahra hospital

-university medical center, Beirut. Ex-president of Lebanese Society of Rheumatology.
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Dr Riyam is Iraqi specialist ophthalmologist and is currently practicing at Burjeel 
Specialty Hospital, Sharjah/Moorfields eye hospital/ Dubai. 
Dr Riyam has over 10 years of experience in ophthalmology.She has an array of 
experience covering the management of Uveitis, paediatric cataract and 
glaucoma; adult and paediatric squints as well as general retinal and corneal 
diseases.
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Dr. Layla Kazkaz

Organization: Syrian Association for Rheumatology
Title:MD,PhD,FRCP        
Email: dr.layla.kazkaz@gmail.com
Website:  www.rheumatology-syria.com

President of the Syrian Association for Rheumatology, 
Chair of the scientific committee of the Syrian association for osteoporosis prevention 
Member of the scientific council and examination committee of the Syrian board 
certification of the Locomotor system diseases.
Member of the British society for rheumatology.
Fellow of the Royal college of physicians of London. 
Member of ArLAR
Member of APLAR. Publications in international journals
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Dr Riyam is Iraqi specialist ophthalmologist and is currently practicing at Burjeel 
Specialty Hospital, Sharjah/Moorfields eye hospital/ Dubai. 
Dr Riyam has over 10 years of experience in ophthalmology.She has an array of 
experience covering the management of Uveitis, paediatric cataract and 
glaucoma; adult and paediatric squints as well as general retinal and corneal 
diseases.
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Dr. Ahmed Abdul Bari 

Organization: Secretary General of Iraqi League of Bone & Joint Health 
 Title :  Senior  specialist in Rheumatology & Rehabilitation , manager of  Rheumatology 
department in Ibn Sina Training Hospital /Minister Office .
Email: dr.ahmedbs2006@gmail.com 

 He studied medicine at Al-Mustansirya University, graduated in 1999, then he get 
Diploma in Rheumatology in 2006, then He  had fellowship of Iraqi Board membership 
of specialties in  2013. 
He worked before  in  Al Yarmouk Teaching  Hospital (2003-2018) . He was a lecturer in 
Foundation of Technical Education Institute ,  a lecturer for postgraduate doctors in  
board of medicine in National Diabetes Center. 
 He had many researches in field of rheumatology, immunology & osteoporosis, most of 
them were published in international & local medical journals ,they chose his research’s 
as the best five researches in Middle East & Africa& get IOF young investigator award in 
Dubai 2011&Amman 2012. 
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Dr. Imad Uthman

Professor of Clinical Medicine
Head, Division of Rheumatology
Department of Internal Medicine
American University of Beirut Medical Center 

Email: iuthman@aub.edu.lb

Pediatric Rheumatology, Vasculitis, Biologic Therapies, Antiphospholipid Syndrome.
Professor of Clinical Medicine and Head of the Division of Rheumatology, at the Faculty 
of Medicine and Medical Centre of the American University of Beirut, Lebanon. 
Ex-President of the Lebanese Society of Rheumatology. Major research interests 
include the study of antiphospholipid syndrome (APS), systemic lupus erythematosus 
(SLE), biologic therapies in rheumatic diseases, and the clinical characteristics of 
rheumatic diseases in Lebanon. He is the author of more than 180 publications on 
various aspects of SLE, APS, and the rheumatic diseases in leading international 
rheumatology journals.
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Dr. Suhad Al Qurashi

Organization: Abdali Medical Center
Title: DR        
Email: suhadalqurashi@gmail.com

MBBS degree, university of Jordan
American board of Internal medicine
Jordanian Board of Rheumatology
Consultant Rheumatologist at Abdali medical center
Head of scientific committee Jordanian society of Rheumatology
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Dr. Kamel Mroue’

Organization: lebanese society of rheumatology
Title: rheumatologist
Email: khmroue@gmail.com

Graduated with an MD from University of Jordan in 1997, and with a degree in internal
medicine and then rheumatology from American University of Beirut by 2003.Practicing
rheumatology in Lebanon since then. Head of rheumatology division in al-Zahra hospital
-university medical center, Beirut. Ex-president of Lebanese Society of Rheumatology.
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Organization: College of Medicine /Al-Nahrain University, Baghdad
Title: Lecturer         
Email: jasmine86abbss@nahrainuniv.edu.iq 
Website:  https://cv.nahrainuniv.edu.iq/ar/view/974

Graduate of Al-Nahrain College of Medicine at 2010
Fellowship of the Iraqi Board for Medical Specializations (Rheumatology and Medical 
Rehabilitation) in 2019
Currently Practicing in Baghdad Teaching Hospital in Medical City Complex
Member of the Iraqi League for Bone and Joint Health 
Member of the Iraqi Rheumatology Society 



RHEUMATOLOGY 
S U M M I T

ST

LEVANT
الـعـربــــي الأولــــــى
للـــــرومــــــــاتـــــــــــــزم

 قمة المشرق

Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting

Dr. Mohammad Abu Jbarah
Specialist in Rheumatology and Internal Medicine

- Master degree in Rheumatology and Internal Medicine, Saint-Petersburg.
- Jordanian board in Internal Medicine.
- Jordanian board in Rheumatology.
- Working in governmental and private hospitals.
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Dr. Sima Abu Al- Saoud

Organization: Palestinian Rheumatology Society
Title:  Pediatric rheumatologist      
Email: simaabualsaoud@yahoo.com

Consultant Pediatrician
Pediatric Rheumatologist
Makassed Hospital – Jerusalem- Palestine
Clinical lecturer- Faculty of Medicine, Al- Quds University
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Dr. Asal Adnan 

Organization: Iraqi League for Bone & Joint Health 
Title: Rheumatologist        
Email: asaladnan1987@gmail.com

Board certified rheumatologist from Iraq, working in rheumatology unit, department of 
medicine, Baghdad Teaching Hospital.



1. Speaker Personal Data

Name: kamel Mroue’

Organization: lebanese society of rheumatology

Title:  rheumatologist

Mobile: +9613844769

Email: khmroue@gmail.com

Website:  —

2. Bio (Please write with maximum 5 Lines)

Graduated with an MD from University of Jordan in 1997, and with a degree in internal

medicine and then rheumatology from American University of Beirut by 2003.Practicing

rheumatology in Lebanon since then. Head of rheumatology division in al-Zahra hospital

-university medical center, Beirut. Ex-president of Lebanese Society of Rheumatology.

RHEUMATOLOGY 
S U M M I T

ST

LEVANT
الـعـربــــي الأولــــــى
للـــــرومــــــــاتـــــــــــــزم

 قمة المشرق

Friday, March 18, 2022, Fairmont Amman - Hybrid Meeting

Dr. Nelly Ziadé Zoghbi

Organization: Saint-Joseph University and Hotel-Dieu de France, Beirut, Lebanon
Title: MD, PhD, FRCP      
Email: nellziade@yahoo.fr
Website: https://twitter.com/Nellziade

Dr. Nelly Ziadé Zoghbi is a consultant rheumatologist at Hotel-Dieu de France Hospital 
and Assistant Professor of Rheumatology, Public Health, and Epidemiology at 
Saint-Joseph University, Beirut. 
Dr. Ziadé is the president of the ArLAR Research Group (the ARCH), the president-elect 
of the Lebanese Society of Rheumatology, a member of the French Society of 
Rheumatology, a fellow of Royal College of Physicians, London, and a full ASAS 
member.
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Dr. Manal Al Mashaleh

a Consultant Rheumatologist and head of Rheumatology division of internal medicine at 
King Hussein Medical Centre in Royal Medical Services.

Dr. Al Mashaleh got her Bachelors in medicine at Jordan University in 1992,
Had her post graduate training in internal medicine at the Royal Medical Services and  
got her Jordanian board, she became a member of the Jordanian Internal Medicine 
Comity .In 2004, Dr. Al Mashaleh started her rheumatology fellow in King Hussein 
medical centre, she continued her rheumatology fellow in Sydney, Australia 2005-2007, 
in 2007 she officially became a rheumatologist, and got her Jordanian Board of 
Rheumatism and became a member of Jordan Rheumatism Society and APLAR 
Society.

Dr. Al Mashaleh’s main interest is Rheumatoid Arthritis and Vasculitis and had been 
involved in clinical trials and had many publications.
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Dr. Xenofon Baraliakos

Prof. Xenofon Baraliakos is the Head of Rheumatology at the Rheumazentrum 
Ruhrgebiet Herne and Professor for Internal Medicine and Rheumatology at the 
Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany. 
He studied Human Medicine at the universities of Magdeburg and Berlin, Germany.

Prof. Baraliakos received his official Board Degrees in orthopaedic surgery in 2007 and in Internal Medicine and 
Rheumatology in 2014. His research interests are focused on the field of spondyloarthritides, with special emphasis 
on imaging outcomes and treatment.

Among others, Prof. Baraliakos won the EWRR Award, in 2005, the EULAR Young Investigator Award, in 2006 and 
2008, the German patient’s AS Society Award in 2010 and the 2014 Award for Excellence in Clinical Research from 
the European Society for Clinical Investigations. 

Prof. Baraliakos holds membership of the American College of Rheumatology (ACR), the Group for Research and 
Assessment of Psoriasis and Psoriatic Arthritis (GRAPPA) and the German Society of Rheumatology. He also acts as 
a reviewer and is an Associate Editor in a number of major rheumatological journals. 
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Dr. Fatima Alnaimat

Organization: University of Jordan
Title:  Assistant professor of Medicine and Rheumatology 
Email: f.naimat@ju.edu.jo, falnaimat@yahoo.com 
Website:  N/A

I am a diplomat of the American board of Internal Medicine and Rheumatology and 
currently an assistant professor of Medicine and Rheumatology at the University of 
Jordan. I am interested in a variety of rheumatological disease as rheumatoid arthritis, 
spondyloarthropathies, sarcoidosis, vasculitis, and osteoporosis.  I am a member of the 
ARLAR registry group and leads the Jordanian initiative to establish the Jordanian 
National Registry of Rheumatic Diseases.   
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